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Pritzker 
Administration 

Awards $31.5 Million 
in First Ever Restore, 
Reinvest, and Renew 

Program Grants to 
Organizations Across 

the State 
Historic R3 program awards grants to 

organizations in communities hit hardest by 
gun violence, unemployment, and criminal 

justice system overuse 

CHICAGO— Using revenue from adult-
use cannabis sales, the Illinois Criminal 
Justice Information Authority (ICJIA) 
today announced 80 grants totaling 
$31.5 million to organizations to help 
the communities hardest hit by the 
failed war on drugs. The organizations’ 
work includes violence prevention, legal 
aid, and re-entry services. 

  

The grants are part of the Restore, Reinvest, and Renew (R3) Program, which was 
created as a key equity element of the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act (CRTA), signed 
by Governor Pritzker in 2019. The law requires that 25 percent of all cannabis 
revenue be used to support communities impacted by economic disinvestment, 
violence, and the severe and disproportionate damage caused by the war on drugs, 
largely and disproportionately impacted low income Illinoisans and communities of 
color. 
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Awardees include nonprofit organizations, local units of government, tax-exempt 
faith-based organizations, businesses, and other community organizations that serve 
residents of—or are based in—designated eligible R3 zones. 
 
“Following a successful first year of cannabis sales, the Restore, Reinvest, and Renew 
grant program is delivering tens of millions of dollars to our communities most 
impacted by the war on drugs. I’m so proud to see this key equity goal in cannabis 
legalization move forward and I applaud the leaders in the General Assembly, ICJIA, 
and stakeholders across the state who made this moment possible,” said Governor JB 
Pritzker. “By awarding this first round of R3 grants, we are taking another important 
step toward undoing the harms of the past, and Lt. Governor Stratton and I will 
continue to ensure equity is a top priority as the cannabis program moves forward.” 
 
“The R3 program will tackle chronic problems that have gone unaddressed for far too 
long in our underserved neighborhoods,” said Lieutenant Governor Juliana Stratton. 
“The collaboration between the Justice, Equity, and Opportunity Initiative and ICJIA is 
innovative and reinvents the grant process with community inclusion and promotes a 
standard for equity and success that other states will hopefully take note of and 
emulate.” 
 
The funds will be administered in the 2021 calendar year and include $28.3 million to 
support service delivery and $3.1 million for assessment and planning initiatives. 
 
ICJIA received 398 completed applications, which were reviewed by criminal justice 
practitioners, community stakeholders, and formerly justice-involved individuals. All 
reviewers received implicit bias training along with training on application review. In 
addition, the Justice, Equity and Opportunity Initiative played a pivotal role in 
ensuring equity and restorative justice frameworks were centered in every decision 
throughout the review process. Funded programs will offer evidence-based, 
promising, or innovative practices within the R3 Program Priority Areas of civil legal 
aid, economic development, community re-entry from the criminal justice system, 
violence prevention, and youth development. 
 
“We are incredibly proud of the groundbreaking work we’ve participated in to 
transform how grantmaking can be used to address local needs and build capacity 
within our communities,” said ICJIA Deputy Director Charise Williams. “Our research and 
grants units have worked tirelessly to ensure the organizations on the frontlines of 
renewing our communities receive the support they need.” 
 
Areas eligible for funding were identified using community-level data on gun injury, 
child poverty, unemployment, and state prison commitments and returns, combined 
with disproportionately impacted areas previously identified by the Illinois 

https://r3.illinois.gov/eligibility


Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity. See the full list of grantees 
below. 
 
ICJIA is dedicated to improving the administration of criminal justice through work in 
the areas of grants administration, research and analysis, policy and planning, and 
information systems and technology. Visit www.icjia.state.il.us. 

  

READ MORE 

  

 
 

  
 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

    

The Ilinois House of Representatives convened in 
Springfield on Wednesday, February 10th, and approved 
the parliamentary rules, which includes allowing 
committees to meet remotely, similar to the Senate’s 
procedures. Republicans argued that the new rules, 
while establishing ten-year term limits for majority and 
minority leaders, still allow legislation to be considered 
without what they consider ample time for 
consideration. Regarding online committees, given 
that the legislative online system is limited in bandwidth, committees will not be able 
meet simultaneously. Speaker Welch has noted that House committees could meet at 
any time Monday through Friday between 8:00 AM and 6:00 PM.   
  
Bills are still being introduced until February 19 for the House and February 26 for the 
Senate.  
  
The Governor will present his State of the State/Budget Address on February 
17 virtually. Neither chamber will convene in person next week. 
  
House and Senate Committees can be found here. The Senate Public Safety and 
Criminal Law Committees will hold a joint hearing on February 16 to discuss public 
safety outcomes update. The Senate Labor Committeewill meet on February 17 to 
discuss unemployment insurance. The Senate Tourism and Hospitality Committee will 
meet February 18 to discuss a strategic plan for COVID recovery in the hospitality 
industry.  
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The 19 bills passed both houses during the lame duck session have all been sent to the 
Governor this week, starting the 60-day clock for which the governor has to take 
action on each bill. He has not yet taken action of any bill.  
  
NEW MEMBERS OF THE ILLINOIS SENATE  
  
Senator Mike Simmons (D) was appointed to replace Senator Heather Steans in 
the 7th Senate District.Simmons is African American and, like Cassidy, a member of 
the LGTBQ community. He served as policy director for Mayor Rahm Emanuel, deputy 
director of My Brother’s Keeper Alliance, and owner of his own public relations firm 
focusing on anti-racist public policies. Representative Kelly Cassidy (D) sought the 
appointment but will remain in the House.   
Senator Doris Turner (D) of Springfield was appointed to the 48th Senate 
District, replacing Senator Andy Manarwho is now in the Governor’s office. Turner is a 
long-serving Springfield alderman and has chaired the Sangamon County Democratic 
Party since 2012. Turner, who retired from the state’s Department of Public Health, is 
also African-American.   
  
State Budget 
In anticipation of his budget address on Wednesday, February 17th, Governor Pritzker 
announced that he will not include any tax increases in the FY22 budget proposal, nor 
with the budget rely on federal aid, but his administration will shut down $900 million 
in corporate tax “loopholes.” The governor pegs the expected FY22 budget deficit at $3 
billion, but the Governor’s Office of Management and Budget had indicated a $5.5 
billion deficit.  
  
The state budget still has a budget deficit in the current FY21 year, ending June 30, 
2021; the deficit could be as much as $4.5 billion. 
  
We will learn more during the budget address, but the governor says at this point, he 
will not propose new state funding for K-12 education, even though state law 
mandates a $350 million annual increase each year. Other agencies will be held to flat 
funding as well, with the possible exception of increases for Public Health, Children 
and Family Services, and Employment Security.  

  
 

  
 

 

COVID UPDATE 
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Under the new COVID-19 relief bill before Congress, 
Illinois would receive over $7.5 billion with local 
governments in Illinois gaining $5.6 billion for a total of 
$13 billion. 
  
Additional information pertaining to the Coronavirus 
Response from the governor’s office and agencies can be found here.  
  
The COVID Illinois confirmed and probable case total since March 
is now above 1,155,833 with 19,841 deathstotal. Cases and deaths have both dropped 
dramatically since the beginning of the year. The statewide seven-day positivity rate 
is 3.3 percent.  
 
The CDC stated today that fully vaccinated persons are no longer required to 
quarantine following exposure to someone with COVID. Dr. Fauci believes that anyone 
will be able to receive a vaccine in April.  
  
Governor Pritzker extended the pandemic executive orders again until March 6, 2021. 
  
Illinois is allowing people with comorbidities and underlying conditions and 
prioritizing individuals with disabilities to receive COVID-19 vaccines as part of the 1B 
distribution phase. The federal government is increasing the vaccine supply and 
launching a new Community Health Center vaccination program. The FDA will review 
the Johnson & Johnson one-shot vaccine for approval on February 26. 
  
The Senate Health committee heard testimony yesterday regarding the governor’s 
vaccine rollout, from local health officials frustrated at the slow rollout to the 
administration asking for patience and blaming problems on lack of enough vaccines. 
Local officials say they have received inconsistent and insufficient communication 
from the state. Between health care workers, front-line essential workers, residents 
65 and older, and now anyone with comorbidities and disabilities, the state estimates 
that vaccinations are open to roughly half the state’s population. The Biden 
administration has promised increased shipments and eventual approval of a third 
Johnson & Johnson one-shot vaccine, which will enable rollout expansion.  

 

 
 

 

  

 
  

 

  
 

 

UCCI UPDATE 
 

    

https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/


 

 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO 

  

 
 

  
 

 

NACO UPDATE 
 

    

JOIN US VIRTUALLY FOR #NACoLEG  

Though we are still unable to convene in person, the county voice in Washington 
remains critical. 
 
Register today and join us online for over 100 workshops, committee meetings, 
seminars and plenary sessions all providing unmatched opportunities to engage with 
high-level federal officials, peer-to-peer knowledge-sharing and networking. Register 
one time for access to any event on the schedule. 

https://www.unitedcounties.com/events/annual-conference/


Register Today 

  

Tweet About Your Participation 

  

  

   
 

 

FREE LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION FOR NEW ELECTED 

OFFICIALS  
With so many newly elected officials taking office, NACo is offering them free 
registration to the 2021 Virtual Legislative Conference regardless of their membership 
status.  
 
Thank you for your continued partnership. If you have any questions, please contact 
us at Membership@naco.org.  
 
Sincerely, 
The NACo Membership Team 
 
Kim Hall 
Director of Membership 
 
John Losh 
Associate Membership Director 
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Visit our website 
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